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Background

• Last comprehensive Core Curriculum review in 1999

• CAP’s 2005-2006 review of the Core size urged forming an ad hoc 

committee “within 5 years (2010)” to consider an assessment and revision 

of the core structure (April, 2006 Report).

• AY 2016-17—Best Practices Task Force

• Reviewed “state of the field” in Gen Ed

• Some key findings

• Shift from distribution requirements to key learning skills

• Greater emphasis on interdisciplinarity, integrative learning, 

engaging big questions, fostering civic, intercultural, and ethical 

learning

• …but NO CLEAR CONSENSUS

• Recommendation: comprehensive review needed

• Unanimous Dept Chair support for Task Force recommendation (May, 2017)



Formation of the CCRC

• Committee announced in September, 2017 Faculty meeting

 13 faculty members

 4 administrators

 3 students



Background

So why is this review needed now?

1. The College has not conducted a comprehensive review of its Core 

requirements in almost 20 years…the world, our students (and their needs) 

have changed considerably in that time. Moreover, the current Core 

appears to be out of step with recent Gen Ed developments among our 

peer and aspirational schools.

2. We want our curriculum to reflect our values as a community of scholars

3. We want our curriculum to provide what we believe our students need to 

lead lives of meaning & purpose

4. It is our duty as a corporate body of undergraduate faculty to take 

responsibility for the core curriculum and to use it to generate a kind of 

“common life” for our students



Charge and Key Steps

Charge: Conduct a comprehensive review of the College’s general 

education requirements and recommend revisions that will best serve 

the interest and needs of our students.

Key Steps:

1. Develop key student learning outcomes (SLOs)—i.e., the knowledge, 

skills, and ways of thinking that students should possess by the time they 

graduate from the Wake Forest.

2. Seek Faculty approval of recommended SLOs

3. Explore and recommend curriculum changes to meet these SLOs

4. Bring recommendations to the Committee on Academic Planning (CAP)



Key Questions

Values and Goals

1. What are our goals/objectives for students completing their educations at Wake Forest? What knowledge, skills, and perspectives should every 

student develop during their time at Wake Forest?

2. What role does our Core curriculum (i.e., Basic and Divisional requirements) play in the overall mission of the College? What specific learning 

outcomes and skills is the Core meant to achieve and foster? Does the current Core reflect these objectives?

3. How effectively does the College communicate to our students (a) the fundamental aims and benefits of a liberal arts education, and (b) how 

and why our Core Requirements contribute to this undertaking? Correspondingly, to what degree are our students able to articulate these goals 

and benefits?

Structural Features and Efficacy

4. Should we consider new designations for WFU Gen Ed requirements (i.e., Core, Basic, and Divisional)?

5. What percentage of students’ required hours for graduation (120) should be devoted to Core requirements? And is the current effort to have 

students complete the Core requirements in the first two years desirable/effective? If not, what should the timing be?

6. Do our Divisional requirements encourage and/or enable students to make connections and synthesize their learning experiences across 

disciplines and fields of knowledge? If not, where/when/how would that most effectively happen? Likewise, where and when in our curriculum 

are students encouraged to “put the pieces together” in order to (a) better understand or solve important problems, and (b) make connections 

between their academic, personal, and social lives?

7. Should we keep divisions (“areas of knowledge”), shift—as many schools have—to “modes of inquiry,” or incorporate a combination of the two?

8. How can we improve the first year experience at Wake Forest?

9. Assuming issues of diversity and culture are deemed important for the educational mission of the College, how should we integrate these into 

the Core curriculum?

Comparative Options

10. How do our Core Requirements compare to peer and aspirational schools? What did the 2016 Best Practices Task Force learn from its study of 

recent curricular reviews at other schools?



Current General Education (Core) Requirements

Basic Requirements

FYS 100 (first-year seminar)

Writing 111 (writing seminar)

One 200-level foreign language course

Health and Exercise Science 100 and 101

Divisional/Distribution Requirements

I.   Humanities—History, Philosophy, Religious Studies, WGS (2 courses)

II.  Literatures—Literatures in English or English translation (1 course)

III. Fine Arts—Art, Music, Theatre and Dance (1 course)

IV. Social Sciences—Anthropology, Communication, Economics, Education, Politics and International 

Affairs, Psychology, Sociology (2 courses)

V.  Math and Natural Sciences—Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Mathematics and Statistics, 

Physics (2 courses)

Additional Requirements

Cultural Diversity Requirement (1 course—“double dipping” allowed)

Quantitative Reasoning Requirement (1 course—“double dipping” allowed)











University Gen Ed Course Categories

# 

Courses
Areas of Knowledge

Arts, Literatures, and Performance (ALP) 2

Civilizations (CZ) 2

Natural Sciences (NS) 2

Quantitative Studies (QS) 2

Social Sciences (SS) 2

Modes of Inquiry

Cross-Cultural Inquiry (CCI).   2

Ethical Inquiry (EI).   2

Science, Technology, and Society (STS).   2

Foreign Language (FL).   2

Writing (W).     2

Research (R).   2

Writing Seminar--one course 1

Foreign Language

Epistemology and Cognition (EC) 1

Ethical Thought and Moral Values (EM) 1

Historical Analysis (HA) 1

Literature and the Arts (LA) 2

Quantitative Reasoning (QR) 1

Science and Technology (STL/STN) 2

Social Analysis (SA) 2

Physical and Life Sciences (PL, PX) 2

Social and Behavioral Sciences (SS, HS) 3

Humanities and Fine Arts (PH, LA, VP) 3

Communication Intensive (CI) 1

Quantitative Intensive (QI) 1

Experiential Education (EE) 1

U.S. Diversity (US) 1

North Atlantic World (NA) 1

Beyond the North Atlantic World (BN) 1

World before 1750 (WB) 1

Global Issues (GL) 1

Supplemental General Education

Duke University

Princeton

UNC Chapel Hill





Major & Minor Trends (’16 & ’17 Classes)

Major Trends

• Only 15% of students double-major

• Over last 10 years, Humanities down, Sciences up by roughly equal amounts

Minor Trends

• Average minor per student is less than 1

• 75% have 1 minor; 24% 2 minors (Class of 2016)

• Chemistry and Biology up significantly over last 10 years

• ESE has increased almost three-fold over 10 years

Writing: 38% of students place out of Writing seminar

One important Takeaway: The perception that many students are double 

majoring or piling on minors is not borne out by this data.



Foreign Language at WFU

 35% of students take no more than 1 course to meet the language 

requirement

 The remaining 65% of students must take between 2.5 and 4 

courses to meet the requirement, depending on the language

 Almost 80% of students meet the requirement in Spanish (63%) or 

French (15%)

 Students meeting the requirement in a language other than Spanish 

or French must take, on average, .5 to 1.5 more courses



Faculty Survey (December, 2017)

 80% response rate

 Learning Outcomes: Faculty overwhelming agree that they integrate divisional 

course learning outcomes into their course design (#3). But only slightly more agree 

than disagree that the learning outcomes for each divisional course requirement are 

clear (#2).

 CC Effect: Faculty overwhelmingly agree that the CC encourages students to study 

topics that they wouldn’t otherwise (#11) and ensures that students get a well-rounded 

educational experience (#13)

 Making Connections: Faculty are divided on whether the CC encourages students to 

make these connections (#5). Faculty overwhelmingly agree that it is really up to the 

students to make these connections (#7). 

 Increase or Decrease? Faculty overwhelmingly disagree that the Core requirements 

should be reduced (#9). They also don’t agree—but less emphatically—that the Core 

requirements should be increased (#10).



Faculty Survey (Dec. 2017)



Student Survey (March, 2018)

 45% response rate

Students…..

 Agree that Core ensures a well-rounded education and encourages them to

take courses they might not otherwise

 Feel Core requirements should be more flexible to align with student 

interests and are mixed on whether or not the Core is relevant to current 

issues facing students

 Believe the Core requirements should incorporate civic and community 

engagement

 Feel strongly that the Core requirements should be reduced and should not

be increased



Challenges Based on Student & Faculty Feedback

 What should the key student learning outcomes for our Core curriculum be?

 How do we create a common language and understanding of purpose, and 

move beyond a “checklist” mentality?

 What is the purpose, value and benefit of a liberal arts education in a 21st

century world? Everyone, students and faculty, should be able to articulate 

this clearly.

 How do we nurture an understanding of the integrative nature of knowledge 

by helping students draw the connections between different disciplinary and 

methodological approaches to perennial problems and questions? 

 How do we foster a more resilient, creative, and problem-solving mindset 

within our students?



Student Learning Outcomes

WFU Core Education Competencies

Fundamental Competencies

 Critical Reading 

 Quantitative Literacy 

 Communication 

Higher-Order Competencies

 Inquiry & Analysis

 Critical Thinking

 Creative Thinking

Global Engagement Competencies

 Intercultural Learning

 Social Relevance

AAC&U “LEAP” Campaign Essential Learning Outcomes

Knowledge of Human Cultures and the Physical and Natural World

 Sciences and mathematics, social sciences, humanities, histories, languages, 

and the arts 

Intellectual and Practical Skills, Including

 Inquiry and analysis

 Critical and creative thinking 

 Written and oral communication 

 Quantitative literacy

 Information literacy

 Teamwork and problem solving

Personal and Social Responsibility, Including

 Civic knowledge and engagement—local and global 

 Intercultural knowledge and competence

 Ethical reasoning and action

 Foundations and skills for lifelong learning

Integrative and Applied Learning, Including

 Synthesis and advanced accomplishment across general and specialized 

studies
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Faculty Survey—Skills/Knowledge Areas Rankings











CCRC Draft Student Learning Outcomes

Written and Oral Communication (1 & 4): Students learn to communicate clearly and effectively both verbally and through writing. Effective 

communication includes the ability to express oneself and one’s ideas clearly, foster understanding, and/or persuade one’s audience in written and oral 

forms.

Critical and Analytical Thinking (2): Comprehensive exploration of questions and issues which require analysis, and on which reasoned reflection is called 

for; collection and evaluation of evidence; interpretation, construction, and evaluation of arguments; testing alternate points of view before formulating a 

conclusion. 

Quantitative Literacy and Applied Data Analysis (16 & 26): An understanding of numerical data and the ability to work with it to reason, solve quantitative 

problems, and create and communicate evidence in support of an argument.

Information Literacy (5): A set of dispositions and practices that take into account the variety of ways we receive, discover, and use information, including 

through the internet.  It is understanding the nuances of context, authority, scholarship, and the information-creation process in seeking out and using 

information for a wide variety of purposes. Determining the parameters of an information need, understanding the methods for accessing appropriate 

sources to meet that need, and using found information in both ethical and situationally-appropriate ways are the hallmarks of an information literate student.

Arts Literacy and Creative Expression (22): An understanding of the arts and artistic practices, as well as engagement in and completion of a creative 

process.

Intercultural Knowledge and Cultural Competence (11): A set of cognitive, affective, and behavioral skills and characteristics that support effective and 

appropriate interaction in various cultural contexts including different customs, values, modes of communication, and experiences.

Ethical Reasoning and Practice (7): In the spirit of Pro Humanitate, the Ethical Reasoning and Practice requirement encourages students to reflect on 

human values, character, and conduct and empowers them to become ethical agents in their communities, both at Wake Forest and beyond.

Civic Knowledge and Engagement (8): Developing the combination of knowledge, experience, skills, values, and motivation to improve our communities.  

Application or translation of discipline-specific knowledge and education in the liberal arts to social, economic, and political issues for the betterment of the 

world.  

Integrative and Applied Learning (13): Teaches students to identify and use connections between and beyond knowledge areas. This ability and tendency 

to synthesize knowledge enables them to assess and manage complexity, collaborate across difference, and transfer learning to practical solutions for novel 

problems.

Note: We are currently working on Areas of Knowledge and hope to finalize our recommendations soon.



Student Learning Outcomes

CCRC’s Draft SLOs

Written and Oral Communication

Critical and Analytical Thinking 

Quantitative Literacy and Applied Data Analysis

Information Literacy

Arts Literacy and Creative Expression

Intercultural Knowledge and Cultural 

Competence

Ethical Reasoning and Action

Civic Knowledge and Engagement

Integrative and Applied Learning

Our Next Steps

What are your 

questions, concerns, 

suggestions?

Send us your feedback 

(see link in Forum 

email announcement)

https://wakeforest.qualt

rics.com/jfe/form/SV_4

PDTMpsCDrTNEfr
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SLOs and Faculty Rataings

Skill/Knowledge Area

Faculty 

Rank

Writing clearly and effectively 1

Critical and analytical thinking 1

Problem solving 3

Oral comm. skills 4

Information literacy 5

Other societies & cultures 6

Moral & ethical reasoning 7

Contemp. Amer. social & civic issues 8

Historical analysis 9

Research skills and projects 10

Intercult. knowledge & competnce 11

Creativity and innovation 12

Integration of learning across disciplines 13

Human Cultures & Belief Structures 14

Science & experiment. literacy 15

Mathematical reasoning 16

Covered in SLOs

To be covered in Knowledge Areas
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